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tents. Bibliography, however, is lacking and bibliographical 
references along with all footnotes have been eschewed. 

A few unimportant inaccuracies occur, chiefly as a result of 
attempting to generalize too broadly. Errors in print are in- 
consequential except, it may be, on pages 207 and 331. 

To those desiring a short but fairly comprehensive survey of 
the subject the book can be recommended heartily, the more so 
because of a rare simplicity of style. 

Dartmouth College. Chester A. Phillips. 
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the work has been recast, notably the chapters on credit and the 
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31, 1909. By Charles Phillips Huse. Harvard University 
Studies, Vol. XV. (Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
1916. Pp. ix, 395. $2.00.) 
Professor Huse has added to the very limited number of finan- 
cial histories of our leading cities a painstaking study of the 
financial history of Boston from the time of its incorporation as 
a city in 1822 to January, 1909. There is perhaps no field of 
economic history, in which it is more difficult, than in the field of 
public finance, to bring out in a clear and striking manner the 
dominant facts in relation to their determining influences. The 
mass of facts to be presented, largely in statistical form, is so 
great that there is a strong temptation to resort to some formal 
scheme of classification in order to make sure that the ground 
is thoroughly covered, with the result that the completed work 
takes on the form of a compilation of material rather than a 
historical interpretation. Such compilations are, of course, of 
great value. A well classified and thorough compilation is much 
more useful than an attempted historical interpretation based on 
an inadequate presentation of facts. 



